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This has been a voluntary, cooperative endeavor of 
physicians, engineers, and pacemaker manufactur- 
ers. Dr. Furman is to be commended for his 
longstanding chairmanship of this subcommittee. 
However; if one among us, or even one of the 
august medical groups suggested by Dr. Furman, 
were endowed with sufficient expertise to settle by 
edict some of the problems inherent to the pace- 
maker field (often related to the current “state of 
the art”) previous experience has suggested that the 
Justice Department might not take kindly to the 
pacemaker manufacturers’ agreeing to such deci- 
sions. 

We now live in an era of “consumer protection.” 
President Nixon has promised the consumer Medi- 
cal Device Legislation, and this is an election year. 
Excerpts of articles, such as those of Drs. Castel- 
lanos and Furman, taken out of context of the 
cardiac pacemaker field with its rapid and usually 
lifesaving advances, might result in a stampede 
toward overkill by government, against which both 
of those writers caution. 

Arthur C. Beall, Jr., M.D., F.C.C.P. 
Houston 

and W. Gerald Rainer, M.D., F.C.C.P. 
Denver 


Reprint requests: Dr. Beall, Baylor College of Medicine, Sur- 
gery 404D, Houston 77025 


EDITORIALS 


Editorial Expression - A New Department 


rief communications entitled “Editorial Expres- 
sion” appear in this issue and will be published 
regularly in future issues. Each editorial expression 
is a commentary upon a specific article and is 
placed at the end of that article. These signed 
contributions are obtained by inviting consultants 
to comment upon manuscripts which have been 
accepted for publication in Chest. The solicited 
remarks are not intended to provide detailed critical 
recommendations for revision, because such analy- 
sis is provided at the time of initial editorial review. 
Rather, these provocative expressions are intended 
to stimulate further inquiry by citing such items as 
suggestions for further study, the clinical implica- 
tions of the report or the unique contributions (if 
any) of the study. Thus, readers receive the per- 
spective of an investigator not directly involved 
with the preparation of the formal report or the 
study upon which it is based. Ideally, this permits 
additional insight into the subject in general and 
the paper in particular. The editors are grateful to 
a member of the editorial board, Dr. Crawford 
Adams, who suggested this innovation. We are 
grateful also to the consultants who have partici- 
pated enthusiastically in this new venture. 
Alfred Soffer, M.D., F.C.C.P. 
Chicago 


Functional Factors In Perception 


Detections, discriminations and differentiations that 
occur in perceptual processing are influenced by the 
condition of the organism at the time the responses are 
made. One determinant that often causes the perceiver 
to select certain aspects of a stimulus field and ignore 
others is set. Set is a predisposition to perceive and act 
upon stimuli. We frequently distort the world in accord- 
ance with our needs and wants. Emotions are among 
the strongest motivators. Emotion-inducing situations 
can influence perception. Learning plays a role in per- 
ception since all biologic organisms are able to profit 


from experience. Our tastes in music and art change 
as the result of learning. In perceiving speech, we have 
learned to seek out the meaningful relationships among 
letters, words, and phrases. Perceptually, when we read 
we make responses to patterns of letters, which make 
up words, which in turn serve as cues for some object 
or event. A well structured stimulus situation needs only 
a minimal cue to trigger off a familiar perception. 


von Haller Gilmer, B: Psychology, 
New York, Harper & Row, 1970 
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